HOW STRONG IS BRITAIN ?
planes starting from the eastern edge of Libya would
have to fly about 450 miles to reach Port Said.
Further, between Alexandria and the Libyan frontier
lies the fortified base of Mersa Matruh with a strong
garrison and a powerful air arm.
However, in the long run it would be difficult to
maintain control of the Suez Canal, and of very little
practical importance too, unless the narrow stretch of
the Red Sea was also controlled. The British govern-
ment has openly proclaimed it a vital British interest
that no other great power should establish itself any-
where along the eastern bank of the Red Sea. In the
meantime, Great Britain has made a silent exception
in favour of herself by placing the lower end of Arabia,
the Hadramaut, under her protection. The only
foreign power with a foothold on the western bank of
the Red Sea is Italy with her colony Eritrea, and behind
it Abyssinia. Cut off from the Italian Motherland
by Great Britain's hold on the Eastern Mediterranean
and on the Suez Canal, Eritrea and Abyssinia, as long
as they are undeveloped, represent no very serious
threat to the free passage of British shipping through
the Red Sea, whose southern exit is guarded by the
fortified British port of Aden with its strong garrison
and air squadrons.
Approximately in the middle of the Mediterranean
between Port Said and Gibraltar lies Malta, the head-
quarters of the greater part of the British battle fleet,
from which it can reach any part of the Mediterranean
within three days. Malta is strongly fortified, possesses
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